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THE TWO NOBLE CONVERTS 


OR 


The Earl of Malborough's Letter to Sir H.P. a little 
before the Sea-Fight , itt 1665. 


SIR, 

75 Belicve the goodneſs of your Nature, and the friend- 
wy fs ſhip you have alwayes born me , will receive with 

kindneſs the laſt office of your Friend. I am in health 
enough of Body , and (through the mercy of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt ) well diſpoſed in Mind. This I premiſe , that you 
may be fatisfied that what I write , proceeds not from any 
phantaſtick terrour of Mind , but from a ſober reſolution of 


good after my Death, than mine Example ( God of his Mer- 
cy pardon the badneſs of it ) in my life-time may do you 
harm. TI will not ſpeak ought of the vanity of this World ; 
your own Age and Experience will fave that labour : But 


_ called Relzg7on, dreiſed and pretended phantaſtically , and 
to purpoſes bad enough , which yet by ſuch evil dealing 
loſeth not its Beeing : The great good God hath not left it 
without a Witneſs, more or leſs , ſooner or later , in every 
man's Boſom , to direct us in the purſuit of ir ; and for the 
avoiding of thoſe inextricable diſquiſitions and entanglements 
our own frail Reaſon would perplex us withal, Godin his in- 
finite Mercy hath given us his Holy Word , in which , as 


concerning our future Beeing. I conieſs to God and you, I 
have been a preat negleCter , and (I fear ) deſpiſer of it : 
( God of his infinite Mercy pardon me the dreadful Fault. ) 
But when I retired my ſelf from the noiſe and deceitful Va- 
nity of the World, I found no true comfort in any other re- 


bottom of my Heart the ſame to your ( I hope ) happy uſe. 
Dear Sir H. let us be more generous , than to believe we die 
as the Beaſts that periſh ; bur with a Chriſtian , Manly, 
Brave Reſolution, look to what is Eternal. I willnot trouble 
you further. The only great God , and holy God , Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt , dire& you to an happy end of your 
Lite, and ſend usa joyful Reſurre&ion. So prays, 
Your true Friend, 


Old Fames, near the 
Coaſt of Holland, 


April 2.4. 1665. 


The Reader, if he pleaſe , may ſee more Inſtances of the 


like nature , itt a Book called , Fair Warning to a careleſs 
World. F 


what concerns my ſelf , and earneſt deſire to do you more 


there is a certain thing that goeth up and down the World, 


there are many things hard to be underſtood , ſo there is. 
enough plain and eaſie, to quiet our Minds , and direc us 


ſolution, than what I had from thence: I commend from the 


MARLBOROUGH 


THE | | 
Earl of MARLBOROUGH and the Earl of ROCHESTER their Dying Requeſts and Remonſtrance, 
To the ATHEISTS and DEBAUCHERS of this Age. | 


The Earl of Rocheſter's Remonſtrance, Signed with his 
own Hand a little before hu Death. | 


F&SjOr the benefit of all thoſe whom I have drawn into Sin 
& &; by my Example and Encouragement , I leave to the 
| World this my laſt Declaration, which I deliver in the 
preſence of the great God, who knows the ſecrets ofall Hearts, 
and before whom TI am now appearing to be judged. | 
Thar from the bottom of my Soul I deteſt and abhor the 


| whole courſe of my former wicked Life ; that I think I can 
never ſufficiently admire the goodneſs of God, who has given 


me a true ſenſe of my pernicious Opinions and vile Practices, 
by which I have hitherto lived without Hope , and withour 
God in the World; have been an Open Enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, 
doing the utmoſt deſpite to the Holy Spirit of Grace. And 
that the greateſt teſtimony of my Charity to ſuch is, to warn 
them in the Name of God , andas they regard the welfare of 
their Immortal Souls, no more to deny his Being, or his Provi- 
dence, or defpiſe his Goodneſs ; no more to make a mock of 
Sin , or contemn the pure and excellent Religion of my ever 
bleſſed Redeemer, through whoſe Merits alone, I, one of the 


| Greateſt of Sinners, do yet hope for Mercy and Forgivennelſs. 
| Amet. 


Declared and Sign'd in the Preſence of 


Anne Rackeſter 
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J-. AUCHALOITER. 

| Robert Parſons. F##e 19. 1680. 

. Beſides which, take one memoy able Saying of his, on his 
Death-Bed. One day at an Atheiſtical Meeting , at a Per. 
ſon of Quality's, undertook to manage the Cauſe, and was 
the principal Diſputant againſt God and Piety, and for my 
performances received the Applauſe of -the whole Company ; 
upon which my Mind was terribly ſtruck , and immediately | 


_ replied thus to my ſelf : Good God! that'a Man , that walks 


upright, that ſees the wonderful Works of God, and has the 
uſe of his Senſes and Reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying 
of his Creator ! But though this was agood beginning towards 
my Converſion, to find my Conſcience touch'd for my Sins, 
yetit went off again: nay, all my Life long I had a ſecret ya. 
lue and reverence tor an honeſt Man, and loy'd Morality in 


others. But I had form'd an odd Scheme of Religion to my 


ſelf, which would ſalve all that Godor Conſcience might force 
upon me ; yet I wasnotever well reconciled to the buſineſs of 
Chriſtianity, nor had thatreverence for the Goſpel of Chriſt as 
I ought to have. 

With ſeveral other like Expreſſions, which may be ſeen 
zn the Sermon Preached at his Funeral. © 
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EDINBURGH, RePrined by F. S. x68 
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